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trian ultimatum was delivered to Serbia that he ought to
take any financial or economic measures preparatory to
war. He suggests that the whole rumor may have started
with a waiter in a Berlin hotel who overheard some men-
tion of the interview between the Kaiser and the Austrian
Ambassador. 1G
Herr Ballin, the head of the Hamburg-American Line,
who had been absent from Berlin the early part of July at
a health resort, was asked on July 15 if he would go to
England and try to find out from Haldane what truth there
was in the rumor as to an Anglo-Russian naval agreement.
Neither he nor the director of the North German Lloyd
could have been present at the "Potsdam Council," because
they do not appear to have had any information until July
20 that there was a possible danger of warlike complica-
tions.17 Von Jagow, the Secretary of State, did not return
from his honeymoon in Switzerland until July 6.18
As a result of this evidence it appears that the very
persons who would have been most likely to have been
present at any such council, had it really taken place, can
be proved to have been elsewhere on July 5, and to have
taken no measures toward "plotting war." Finally, it is
worth noting that neither Sir .Horace Rumbold, who was
in charge of the British Embassy in Berlin during the early
days of July, nor any of his diplomatic colleagues, had at
the time any inkling of siuch a conference as the Wangen-
heim story represents. If it had really taken place it is
almost certain that they would have heard some rumor of
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isjagow, Ursachen und Awbruch des Weltkrieges, p. 97. The first
document from his hand is of July 8; K.D., 18, note 2. Lichnowsky says
(My London Mission, p. 323 f.) that soon after "the decisive conference
at Potsdam on July £ , , . von Jagow was in Vienna to talk over every-
thing with Count Berchtold." There is not a shadow of evidence for this
statement. In the hundreds of telegrams from the Berlin and Vienna
archives now published, there is not the slightest hint of such a visit.

